health Centres decided to participate. The sex distribution of patients at the Nailsea and Thornbury Clinics was equal whereas the ratio male/ female in the Southmead Clinic was 1:2.5, which is the generally accepted ratio of demand for the Geriatric in-patient service. The age of these clinic patients ranged from 66 years to 92 years, the majority (75 per cent) being between 75-84 years old. The average age for the patients was 77.9 years which is lower than the average (82.2 years) for in-patients.
All patients had a comprehensive letter from the family doctor; some of these were quite outstanding 
